Tuberculosis and National Health
tuberculosis means in the majority of cases a primary pulmonary
infection.   The procedure adopted in the investigation of a sus/
pected or doubtful case necessarily varies in different institutions,
but when all available data have been secured it will be found
that the best system to adopt is to submit the data for a final
decision to a medical board which has been specially appointed
for the purpose.   This method has been in operation in the county
of Hertford for a number of years, and it has answered well.
It provides that no doubtful or suspected case is retained in
the sanatorium for any extended period without being fully in/
vestigated.   The Medical Board consists of the Medical Super/
intendent, the Chief Clinical Tuberculosis Officer, and one
Tuberculosis Officer.   The method adopted for the investigation
and the findings of the Board are shown in the report form opposite.
The diagnosis of various forms of extra/pulmonary tuberculosis
in the absence of positive evidence may also present considerable
difficulty.   In early cases of tuberculosis of bones and of joints
with involvement of bony structure, radiographical readings by
a recognized expert are essential to a correct diagnosis, and even
then the diagnosis may be impossible until a later date, or if
practicable, until a portion of the structure involved is obtained
for pathological examination.   Seddon has employed the method
of examination of the inguinal lymph gland first described by
Jose Vails as an aid to the diagnosis of tuberculous disease of
the knee.   He points out that tuberculosis of the inguinal lymph
glands is known to occur in association with the following
conditions: (i) generalized tuberculous adenitis, (2) tuberculous
infection of the anal region or vulva, and (3) tuberculous infection
of some part of the lower extremity.   The technique which
Seddon employs consists of the removal under local anaesthesia
of one or, if easily accessible, of two inguinal lymph glands,
portions of which are submitted to biological, cultural, and
histological examination.   In eighteen cases he obtained positive
results in. fifteen; of these thirteen were positive on sectional
examination and seven were positive to the biological test, while
in five cases positive results were obtained by both methods of
examination.   A similar method of diagnostic procedure can also
be employed in doubtful cases of arthritis of other joints.   The
diagnosis of meningeal tuberculosis in young children in the
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